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MEMECYLON HOOKERI THW. (MELASTOMATACEAE)—A NEW RECORD FOR INDIA 
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During floristic studies of the Agastyamalai Hills 
and surrounding regions in Tirunelveli district, 
Tamil Nadu (Madras State), South India, a species of 
Metnecylon Linn. (Melastomataceae) was collected, 
which after careful study at the Central National 
Herbarium, Howrah (CAL) proved to be M. hookeri 
Thw. Hitherto M. hookeri was regarded as endemic 
to Ceylon. The occurrence of this species at the 
southern end of the Western Ghats in India forms 
an extension of its distribution in India. 

Memecylon hookeri Thw. Enum. 113, 1859 ; Clarke 
in Hk. f. FI. Brit. India 2: 554, 1879; Cogniaux 
in DC. Mon. Phan. 7: 1137, 1891; Trimen, 

Handb. FI. Ceylon 1 : 212, 1893. 

Erect shrubs , 2-4 m tall, sparingly branched ; 
bark grey, flaking off into small pieces; branchlets 
stout, strongly 4-angled with narrow wings on the 
angles. Leaves 20-40x6.5-14 cm, opposite, sessile or 
subsessile, lanceate, coriaceous, glabrous, acuminate 
at apex, cordate at base, penninervd, veins promi¬ 
nent beneath, lateral veins numerous, joining an 
intramarginal vein. Flowers 6-7 rnm across, bluish- 
violet, clustered in axillary (also in axils of fallen 
leaves on old wood) branched cymes; peduncles 
6-io cm long, 4-angled with narrow wings on angles ; 
pedicels 6-9 mm long, slender. Bernes 9-10 mm 
across, globose, crowned by calyx-limb, blackish- 
purple when ripe (Figs. 1-8). 

A remarkable species easily distinguishable from 
other Memecylons in having larger leaves and long 
pedunculate cymes. In the Ceylon specimens of this 
species represented in CAL and MH, the peduncles 
are very short or almost absent. Thwaites loc. cit . 
states “peduncuiis brevibus vel subnullis”, and Clarke 
Joe. cit . reports “peduncle o”. Hence the South Indian 
plant exhibiting the characteristic elongated pedun¬ 
cles may represent a new variey of Memecylon 
hookeri Thw, However, more studies should be made 
on ample material in order to check the constancy of 



Memecylon hookeri Thw. 

Figs. 1-8:^ 1. Portion of branch. 2. Fiower. 3 & 4. Petals. 

0 . Flowerpetals removed. 6. L S. of gynoecium. 7. Stamen. 

8. Fruit. 

this character in relation to differences in habitat 
and distribution. 

Specimens examined : Tamil Nadu: Tirunelveli 
Dt., Kannikatti, Henry 17365, E 8407 (MH). 
Distribution : Ceylon and South India. 
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